
 
 
50 years of HVDC: 1954 - 2004  
 
In 2004 it was 50 years since the first commercial high voltage direct current (HVDC) transmission 
in the world was commissioned. It was the 100 kV, 20 MW submarine cable from the Swedish 
mainland to the island of Gotland in the Baltic Sea.  
 

The Gotland HVDC project was the beginning of a successful technology 
where ABB is the undisputed world leader. About 100,000 MW HVDC 
transmission capacity is installed in more than 100 projects all over the 
world. ABB is also the world leader in HVDC cable manufacturing. 
 
 
 
 

 
2004-05-06 celebration at Visby, Gotland: 
 

         
� Press release 

 
� HVDC veterans' presentations 

(pdf, 0,65 MB) 
 

� PEI (Power Engineering 
International) article:  "HVDC 
Systems Gotland: the HVDC 
pioneer" 

 
 

 
Video film ( 5:25 min.) about the HVDC history 
  
                                          The Silver Thread    (Large version 15.1 MB) 
  
  
                             The Silver Thread      (Small version 6.5 MB) 
  
 

 
Article in ABB Review 4/2003: "50 years of HVDC " 
 

                                                                                                   
                Part 1: ABB - from pioneer to world leader                            Part 2: The semiconductor 'takeover' 

http://www.abb.com/cawp/seitp202/7ddfbc94976a73b5c1256e840040e044.aspx
http://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK104295D3199&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartID=&Action=Launch
http://pepei.pennnet.com/Articles/Article_Display.cfm?Section=Curri&Subsection=Display&P=17&ARTICLE_ID=208541&KEYWORD=gotland&x=y
http://library.abb.com/GLOBAL/SCOT/scot221.nsf/VerityDisplay/938D96A8B12BC99DC1256FDA004F7785/$File/TheSilverThread-(2).mpg
http://library.abb.com/GLOBAL/SCOT/scot221.nsf/VerityDisplay/5FC51873AA39BB81C1256FDA004F7786/$File/TheSilverThread-(1).mpg
http://search.abb.com/library/ABBLibrary.asp?DocumentID=03MC0127&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartID=1/2&Action=Launch
http://search.abb.com/library/ABBLibrary.asp?DocumentID=03MC0128&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartID=2/2&Action=Launch

